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can supply us with a common idea, and afford a
common basis of action/9
Thus there came into being the well-known Gandhi
cap.
From the same gaol, and almost at the same time,
he wrote : " Hindu-Muslim unity must be our creed
to last for all time, and under all circumstances.55
Yet Gandhi was against removal of the system of
caste.
" I am certainly against any attempt at destroying
caste," he wrote* u The caste system is not born on
unequality ; there is no question of inferiority.
" Caste is the projection in the world of the princi-
ples of reincarnation, and nature will, without any
possibility of mistake, adjust the balance by degrading *
a Brahmin if he misbehaves himself"
This was akin to telling the hungry and destitute
not to despair, for in the next world they would
inhabit the Kingdom of Heaven. It indicated a
sublime faith, but it was too completely devoid of
this world to find full flavour.
Gandhi would have all in a common mould, but
he would retain the caste system, and he expected
to achieve Hindu-Muslim unity when he expounded
the following on the vexed question of cow-killing :
" The central fact about Hinduism is cow protec-
tion. Cow protection, to me, is one of the most
wonderful phenomena in human evolution* The
cow, to me, means the entire sub-human world,
Man, through the cow, is enjoined to realize his
identity with all that Uves. Why the cow was
selected for apotheosis is obvious to me. The cow